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J Sez 
Submitted by Janet Best, Manager 

Soon we will be painting the court benches and 
some of the lower areas. We will appreciate you 
putting up with any inconveniences that may occur.  

If you are working virtual for Boeing, please 
check with us and make sure we are getting you a 
newsletter because the inter-company mail system 
doesn’t work for you anymore.  

Congratulations to our newest Club Champi-
ons who are listed elsewhere in this publication!  

We are approaching the power outage season. 
When necessary, give us a call to check and see if 
we are powered up before heading over. During 
poor weather conditions or longer power outages 
and as power is available, we will update our web-
site with information.  

There is a new link available at the club web-
site. It is called Match Finder. A member may go 
there and add themselves to the database to try 
and find partners. Give it a try and have fun! 

Included within this publication is information 
about how we will go forward with the use of USTA 
and Club Ratings in leagues which are skill level 
specific. This same information was shared with 
league coordinators last month.  

Soon the teaching pros will announce the sign-
up process for the January through March ses-
sion - look for information posted at the club.  

 

Report submitted by Janet Best, Manager 

From the Board 

Tennis Tip 
Submitted by Bill Bartlett, Head Assistant 

The re-roofing project remains on schedule 
and budget for next summer. Bids are now being 
updated and a contract will be set in December to 
lock in the winter seasonal price break.  

Candidates have been identified for the board 
election that will started with the ballots being 
mailed the middle of November. Please keep those 
comments coming.  

 

This backdoor play is extremely valuable when 
playing a player who is fast. The swift player will of-
ten easily run down your corner to corner shots, but 
will have trouble getting back to a shot hit behind 
him.  

This backdoor play is extremely valuable when 
playing a player who is fast. The swift player will of-
ten easily run down your corner to corner shots, but 
will have trouble getting back to a shot hit behind 
him.  

The backdoor play is also very valuable to play-
ers who lack power in their game. I have found that 
many club players lack the power to hit a winner to 
the open court. For a control orientated player, it is 
easier to hit a winner by using the backdoor play.  

The backdoor play in doubles is not as obvious. 
During my high school days I once played a dou-
bles match against Dick Leach, who coached at 
USC and is the father of former world number one 
doubles player Rick Leach. He very rarely hit the 
ball hard but he killed me on the backdoor play. He 
kept me totally off balance by hitting the ball behind 
me. I was truly schooled by a master doubles 
player. He would hit wide soft shots and I would 
scramble to recover from them. As I was recovering 
I would watch the next shot float by me. You can 
apply this strategy too. Take some pace off your 
shots, hit wide angles and use extra spin. Another 
way to hit behind your opponent in doubles is to lob 
over them. This works especially if they are fast 
getting to the net as they serve and volley.  

The next time you are playing a set,  look to 
use the backdoor play and you will be amazed how 
easy it is to force an error. 

The Effectiveness of the Backdoor Play 
The backdoor play simply means hitting be-

hind your opponent. This strategy is used fre-
quently in singles. It is accomplished by forcing 
your opponent wide to one corner of the court. As 
your opponent hurries back to recover from this 
wide shot, simply hit back to the same corner of 
the court.  Your opponent will be caught off bal-
ance and often will have no chance of retrieving 
your shot.  
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Congratulations to the Men’s 2.5 Team! 
In October, Jim Thorp’s 2.5 team partici-

pated in the USTA Nationals in California.  They 
made it to the semi-finals and took 2nd place af-
ter losing to a tough Caribbean team.  The team 
members were often seen taking lessons and 
practicing in the weeks leading up to Nationals 
and their hard work paid off.  Congratulations to 
team members Jim Thorp, Dan Benoit, Brad Bel-
mondo, Darren Griffin, Dave Herron, Tony 
Hicker, Doug Layton, and Tony Shaheen.  Way 
to represent the Northwest! 
USTA Senior League Tennis 

The BETC 3.0 Super Senior women’s team 
continues to dominate and is off to a 6-0 lead.  
Team captain, Mary Jo Leonardson has helped 
with a  5-1 record.  Carol Samek-McKinlay and 
Margie Gillette remain undefeated with 5-0 re-
cords.  Impressive!  Bedia Olsen’s 3.0 team is 3 
and 2.  Dina Benedetti is undefeated in her first 
four matches.  Mary Lynn Archer’s 3.5 team is 
leading their 3.5 group with five wins and no 
losses. On that team, Liz Buck is undefeated in 
five matches and Sue Miele is undefeated in 
four.  Karen Brady Smith’s 3.5 team has 2 wins 
and 3 losses and John Maldon’s 4.0 team is 4 
and 3. 
Cup News 

BETC’s Classic Cup team is off to a great 
start.  They are in first place out of 20 teams.  On 
that team, Cindy Seims is undefeated in five 
matches, while playing with four different part-
ners.  Kerry Lautman is off to a good start with a 
3-0 record.  The Emerald, Rainier, and Challenge 
Cup teams are all in the middle of the pack.  Our 
Kingco Cup team is towards the bottom of the 
pack, but is looking forward to a strong finish.  
Rainier Cup’s Gloria Long and Challenge Cup’s 
DeeDee Fisher have started off strong with 3-0 
records.  

 
 
 
The first two weekends in October we held 

our Singles Club Championship Tournament. 
Congratulations to the members shown in the 
next column and their accomplishment.  

The Doubles Club Championship will be held 
the first two weekends in February. Please let us  

Interclub Activities 
Provided by Staff Member Margaret Fain 

know if you need help finding a partner.  
Boys 13 & under Samuel Bayna 
Girls 13 & under Madalyn Turek 
Men’s 2.5 Samuel Andres 
Men’s 3.0 Samuel Andres 
Men’s 3.5 Steven Elrod 
Men’s 4.0 Michael Ahn 
Men’s 4.5 Andy Trinh 
Men’s 5.0 Jon Campbell 
Women’s 2.5 Vicky Tran 
Women’s 3.0 Breanna Esber 
Women’s 3.5 Bonnie Paasche 
Women’s 4.0 Sachiko Ishihara-Spray 
The picture above is of 2 event Champion Samuel 
Andres (left) with Lawson Mansfield. 
 

 
 
2007 Boeing Tennis Club Singles Champion-
ships: 
Girls 13 and Under Singles: Congratulations to 
Madalyn Turek who won the main draw  and to 
Lauren Thornquist who won the consolation 
event. Maggie Henderson reached the final of the 
main draw. Whitney Schmidt participated.  
Boys 13 and Under Singles: Congratulations to 
Samuel Bayna who won the main draw and to 
Cameron Martin who won the consolation event. 
Aadil Diwan reached the final of the main draw.  
Jeremiah Bayna, Vincent Viloria, Wyatt DeMull-
ing, Zachary Martin and Randy Huynh partici-
pated.  
Women’s 2.5 Singles: Congratulations to Vicky 
Tran who won the main draw and Cara Usher 
who won the consolation event. Nichola Usher 
participated.  
Women’s 3.0 Singles: Congratulations to Breanna 
Esber who won the event and Niki Skinner who 
finished second.   
Men’s 2.5 Singles: Congratulations to Samuel 
Andres who won the main draw and to David Tran 
who won the consolation event. Kevin Huynh 
reached the final of the main draw. Dean Kam-
plaine, Adrian Villanueva and Jordan Haynes par-
ticipated. 
 Men’s 3.0 Singles: congratulations to Samuel 
Andres who won the event and Blaine Peterson 
reached the final of the consolation event. Mat-
thew Sullivan, Justin Rodjanapornyakull, Ryan 
Walsh, Alex Yi, Jason Rodjanapornyakul, Dean 
Kamplaine, Sho Kato, Jordan Haynes and Kevin 
Huynh.  
Men’s 3.5 Singles: Congratulations to Brook  
                                                      Continued on page 4 
                                             

Junior News    

Club Singles Champions 
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Members, we have two great special events 
for our advanced, competitive members 18 
years of age and older. On Friday, Novem-
ber 9th, from 6-8 pm, and Saturday, Novem-

ber 10th, from 2-4 pm, the club will again run its annual Advanced Winter Tennis Camp, for players 4.0-5.0. 
The workout will feature highly intensive games and drills, with the emphasis placed on ground strokes and 
volleys. Sign up is limited to only six players in order to insure a great workout for each participant. 
 And while Portland, Oregon will host the Davis Cup final between the US and Russia in late November, 
BETC will host its own Davis Cup competition for members 3.0 and up on Saturday, November 17th, 6:30-9 
pm! The event will feature four teams of up to six players per team; accordingly, there will be a limit of only 
24 players. Each team will be coached by one of BETC's experienced pros. A Davis Cup style format will be 
utilized to determine the winning team, which will win some cool tennis prizes! As ever, sign up at the front 
desk ASAP to reserve your spot! 

Lesson Programs 
Submitted by Allan Overland, Head Professional 

Juniors - Beginner 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            10-10:30AM       $26.60               Little Stars 4-7 yrs 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            10:30-11AM       $26.60               Little Stars 4-7 yrs 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            10-11 AM           $43.30               Young Guns 8-12 yrs 
Dec 2-23            Sunday              10-11 AM           $43.30               Big Shots 12-18 yrs 
Intermediate  
Dec 1-22            Saturday            11-12PM            $43.30               Super Stars 4-8 yrs 
Dec 1–22           Saturday            9-10 AM             $43.30               Crushers 8-12 yrs 
Dec 1–22           Saturday            11-12 PM           $43.30               Crushers 8-12 yrs 
Dec 7-21            Friday                6:30-8 PM          $43.30               Slammers 12-18 yrs 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            10-11 AM           $43.30               Slammers 12-18 yrs 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            11-12PM            $43.30               Slammers 12-18 yrs 
Dec 2-23            Sunday              11-12:30 PM      $56.20               Slammers 12-18 yrs 
Advanced  
Dec 1-22            Saturday            12-1 PM             $43.30               Little Studs 5-8 yrs 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            12-1:30PM         $56.20               Studs 8-12 yrs 
Dec 3-19            Mon/Wed           5-6:30 PM          $81.00               Jr. Challenger Team 
Dec 3-21            Mon 3:30-5 PM/Fri 5-6:30 PM     $81.00               Jr. A  Team 12-18 yrs 
Dec 6-20            Thursday           3:30-5:00 PM     $43.30               Jr. A 12-18 yrs 
Dec 7-21            Friday                8-9:30 PM          $43.30               Jr. A 12-18 yrs 
Dec 3 - 17          Monday              7-8:30 PM          $51.70               Jr. Champ 12-18 yrs 
Dec 4-18            Tuesday             8-9:30 PM          $51.70               Jr. Champ 12-18 yrs 
Dec 5-19            Wed/Fri              3:30-5 PM          $80.40               Jr. Champ 12-18 yrs 
Dec 5-19            Wednesday       6:30-8 PM          $51.70               Jr. Champ 12-18 yrs 
Dec 6-20            Thursday           8-9:30 PM          $51.70               Jr. Champ 12–18 yrs 
Dec 1-22            Saturday            6:30-8 PM          $65.60               Jr. Champ 12-18 yrs 
Dec 4-18            Tues/Thurs        3:30-5PM           $89.50               Jr. Elite 12-18 yrs  
Dec 4-20            Tues 8-9:30 PM Thurs 5-6:30PM$105.30             Jr. Elite 12-18 yrs 
Adults - (Skill level in the far right column)  
Dec 2 - 23          Sunday              3:30-4:30 PM                  $43.30               Beginner 1.0-2.0 
Dec 2 - 23          Sunday              2:30-3:30 PM                  $43.30               Advanced Beginner 2.0-2.5 
Dec 3 - 17          Monday              9:30-11:00 AM                $51.70               Intermediate 2.5-3.0 
Dec 3 - 17          Monday              6:00-7:00 PM                  $34.10               Intermediate 2.5-3.0 
Dec 5 - 19          Wednesday       12:30– 2:00 PM              $51.70               Intermediate 2.5-3.0 
Dec 2 - 23          Sunday              12:30-1:30 PM                $43.30               Intermediate 2.5-3.0 
Dec 3 - 17          Monday              11:00-12:30 AM              $51.70               Advanced Intermediate 3.0-3.5 
Dec 3 - 17          Monday              5:00-6:00 PM                  $34.10               Advanced Intermediate 3.0-3.5 
Dec 4 - 18          Tuesday             7:00-8:00 PM                  $34.10               Advanced Intermediate 3.0-3.5 
Dec 1 - 22          Saturday            8:00-9:00 AM                  $43.30               Advanced Intermediate 3.0-3.5 
Dec 2 - 23          Sunday              4:30AM-6PM                  $65.60               Advanced Intermediate 3.0-3.5 

 
 



2007 Board Members 
President       Ed Baker                    206-544-0451 
                       Edwin.T.Baker@Boeing.com  
Vice President Dan Miller                 253-862-8848 
                       jbmiller17@msn.com 
Treasurer       Linda Knapp              206-662-3805 
                       Linda.S.Knapp@Boeing.com 
Secretaries    David Curry               253-657-7687 
                       David.M.Curry@Boeing.com 
                       Laurie Furumasu       425-271-5509  
                       furumasu@aaahawk.com                
                       Jim Hornsby              253-740-2764 
                       james.k.hornsby@boeing.com 
                       Shannie Presuhn       253-887-8486 
                       allicatt@msn.com       
Club Contact Information: 
Manager        Janet Best 253-872-5545 Ext 22 
Email:             janet@betconline.net   
Head Pro:      Allan Overland 253-872-5545 Ext 31 
Email:             allan@betconline.net   
Club Phone:   253-872-5545  Ext 1 
Fax:                253-872-9297 
Mail Code:     85 - 45 
Website:         www.betconline.net 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 986 - Kent, WA 98035  
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Holdaas who won the consolation event. Ryan 
Walsh reached the semifinal of the main draw. 
Men’s 4.0 Singles: Congratulations to Josh Jeter 
who reached the final. Travis Hanley, Timothy 
Bayna and Tucker Siegert participated.   
Men’s 4.5 Singles: Matthew Overland reached the 
semifinal of the main draw and Tucker Siegert 
participated.   
Men’s 5.0 Singles: Congratulations to Matthew 
Overland who won the consolation event.  
Bally Tennis Fall Champs: 
Boys 10 Singles: Wyatt DeMulling participated.  
Boys 12 Singles: Congratulations to Jamie Thorp 
who won the event.   
Boys 14 Singles: Congratulations to Jordan Smith 
who won the consolation event. Mitchell Thorp 
reached the semifinal. Spencer Herron and Tho-
mas Lowes participated.  
Boys 16 Singles: Congratulations to Zachary 
Chen who won the consolation event and Andrew 
Herron who reached the final of consolation. Con-
nor Thorp participated.  
Boys 18 Singles: Congratulations to Nicholas 
Kamisar who won the event.  

More photos from the  
Singles Club Championship 

At top left is 13 and under girl’s runner-up Maggie Henderson and champ Madalyn Turek. Middle left is 
2.5 runner-up Kevin Huynh and champ Samuel Andres.  At bottom left is 4.0 champ Sachiko Ishihara-

Spray.  Top center shows 13 and under boy’s runner-up Aadil Diwan and champ Samuel Bayna.  Middle is 3.5 champ Bonnie 
Paasche and opponent Bonnie Lynn Robertson.  Bottom center is 4.0 champ Michael Ahn.  Top right is 2.5 champ Vicky Tran 
and runner-up Elizabeth Martinez.  3.5 men’s runner-up, Todd Koyamatsu, & champ Steve Elrod are at middle right.  3.0 run-
ner-up Niki Skinner and champ Breanna Esber are at bottom right. Unfortunately a couple of photos were very blurry and didn’t 
turn out.  



This letter was sent to league coordinators last month for their notification and shared now with  
the general membership now. It is in regards to how the Club will move forward with the use of 
USTA and Club Ratings in leagues which are skill level specific.   
 
October 11, 2007 
 
Subject: USTA and Club Rating Announcements 
 
Dear Member, 
 
The League Selection Process Committee sought feedback from the league coordinators 
about the possibility of eliminating the dual rating system and instead, just using Club 
Ratings. After receiving the feedback, the committee disbanded and turned the league 
duties back to staff. In reviewing the data from coordinators, staff has recommended the 
Club continue using both systems. Since there was significant enough concern from the 
league coordinators about club ratings sometimes being too generous, to address this 
concern, the Club is installing a process where a Club Rating may be reviewed. The re-
view may be requested by anyone but shall not exceed more than once annually on any 
individual member. The review process will be performed by at least 2 club pros and 
scores or other data may be requested from league coordinator(s). The Club’s Head Pro 
or appointee will communicate the results of the review to staff to update the records.  For 
a member to request a Club Rating review, a form is available near the Club’s Suggestion 
Box located in the office area. Club Ratings will be good until someone requests a review. 
Again, a member’s Club Rating will not be reviewed more than once annually and will 
only be reviewed at the request of another member.  
 
Further, regarding USTA Ratings: 
 

1. Adult computer ratings will be valid for 5 years and senior computer ratings valid for 
3 years.  
 

2. A Club member with a USTA Self-Rating must also acquire a Club Rating. Once the 
member has played enough USTA matches and is assigned a USTA Computer Rating, 
their Club Rating will be dropped and their USTA Rating will be used.   
 

3. A temporary computer rating is not valid. Only year-end computer ratings are valid.  
 

4. If a member has both a Club and USTA Rating, the USTA computer rating will take 
precedence and the Club Rating dropped.   
 

5. For participation into BETC tournaments, the member will enter the events consis-
tent with either their Club or USTA Rating.  

 

Results of our Club and USTA Ratings will continue to be posted online at betconline.net 
and in the office area at the club.   

Mailing - P.O. Box 986, Kent, WA 98035        Street - 6727 S. 199 Pl., Kent WA 98032        P - 253-872-5545        F - 253-872-9297        www.betconline.net       janet@betconline.net


